	EDUCATION DEPARTMENT RISK ASSESSMENT

SCHOOL VISITS TO CUERDEN VALLEY PARK
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	 Site Name: Cuerden Valley Park, River Lostock

Activity: River Studies
	Location and Grid reference:

35684240

	Activities include: Measuring flow of water, River dipping - Kick/Sweep sampling for macroinvertebrates, Stone Turning in river, Bedload Panning, measuring the width and depth

	Who is affected: CVPT staff, children and teachers.
	Nearest Hospital: Chorley

	Assessor’s Name: Pauline Taylor    Position: Education Officer 
Date: 8th February 2007

                                  Ruth Abraham    Position: Education Officer                       2011 Onwards
                                  Alison Driver Position: Education Officer September 2014 

                                  Clare Thompson Position: Education Officer February 2017


	Updates: 14/07/08, 26/02/09,14/12/09, 7/01/10, 06/01/11, 23/01/12, 12/02//13, 09/01/14 21/09/15 13/10/16, 18/01/17, 18/01/18, 07/01/19, 16/12/19, 16/12/20, 26/04/21, 26/01/22, 21/09/23, 08/01/24, 10/02/25

	Description of specific activity
	Inherent Risk analysis level

Probability (1-5) x severity (1-5) = Level

 P x S = L  (Max 25)
	(Level of over 10 requires remedial action.)


	New risk; PxS=L

	
	Hazards
	P
	S
	L
	Action Taken/required to remove hazard, and/or reduce risk.
	P
	S
	L

	TRUST STAFF


	Staff should be confident in the use of natural and other materials.
	
	Staff receives instructions in the activity and possible pitfalls. Teachers read all documentation sent to them.
	

	SLIPS/TRIPS/FALLS
	Bruises, sprains, minor cuts and grazes
	3
	3
	9
	Children instructed not to run on site.

Remind children where there is particular risk e.g. Mud,  lots of tree roots, moss, wet leaves.
	2
	3
	6

	USE OF EQUIPMENT
	Misuse can lead to a variety of minor injuries.
	2
	3
	6
	Safety talk given before taken to the activity area. Maintain ratio of 1 adult to 6 children for all water based activities (excluding Park staff/volunteers)
	1
	3
	3

	RIVER STUDIES
	Risk of Infection from water/soil/sand
	3
	3
	9
	Children and staff made aware of risks and plasters applied to any recent cuts. Children instructed not to put fingers in mouth or nose etc. Wash hands after activity. Staff aware of getting up to date injections.  No consuming of food during the activity.
	2
	3
	6

	
	Swept away by currents in river or drowning
	2
	5
	15
	Staff to check conditions of river before activity. Implement contingency plan if necessary.

Children instructed to only work in designated areas i.e. slow moving water. Children to wear appropriate footwear. Adults must closely supervise children
	1
	5
	5

	
	Slipping on wet grass on bank
	3
	2
	6
	Children and adults to wear appropriate footwear. NO running
	1
	2
	2

	
	Tripping on uneven surface on bank
	3
	2
	6
	Children and adults instructed to watch carefully where they step and to walk not run. Children to wear appropriate footwear.
	1
	2
	2

	
	Slipping on stones in river
	4
	2
	8
	Children and adults  to wear appropriate footwear. 
	2
	2
	4

	
	Dropping large stones to cause a variety of minor injuries
	3
	3
	9
	Children instructed not to pick up large stones and not to throw stones at any time.
	1
	3
	3

	
	Risk of chill from water
	2
	3
	6
	Only in water a short time, children advised to not splash and go over their wellies in cold weather.
Children should wear appropriate clothing & footwear in river.
	1
	3
	3

	SUPERVISION
	Wandering off/losing a child
Crossing the road/traffic
	2
	4
	8
	Maintain a minimum ratio of 1 adult to 6/10 children.  Adults to be vigilant. School staff to do regular headcounts.  Children to be insight of adult (face clearly seen).
	1
	4
	4

	WEATHER
	Wet conditions may lead to slipping on mud. 
	Varies, depending on conditions.
	Weather conditions checked daily.
	
	
	

	
	Exposure, chill, heat exhaustion, sunstroke.
	3
	2
	6
	Children to bring appropriate clothing.  Children and adults made aware of hazard.
School staff responsible for ensuring children have sun screen/hats
	1
	2
	2

	PERSONAL ATTACK
	Risk of dog attacks. Activities to take place in the new education areas. (contingency in place in case of high river level)
	2
	5
	10
	Don’t touch dogs. Leaders keep children in groups and don’t let them play with dogs. Children advised to stand still if dogs approach. 

Gates to be unlocked on arrival with school group and closed whilst occupied.  Lock on departure
	1
	5
	5

	LITTER
	Risk of infection eg cuts from broken glass.
	2
	2
	4
	Not to touch any litter.  If they see glass, to let adult know. Adult to check area before.
	1
	2
	2

	INSECT BITES OR STINGS
	Risk of allergic reaction eg stings from bees.
	2
	5
	10
	No touching bees and insects. Report stings to adults. Ensure teacher has list of children’ special requirements, allergies etc.
	1
	5
	5

	ILLNESS
	Asthmatic attack, diabetic conditions, anaphylaxis
	2
	3
	6
	Schools to ensure Centre staff are aware of any existing conditions 

Schools to bring all inhalers and necessary Care Plans. 
	2
	2
	4

	POISONOUS PLANTS/ FUNGI
	Ingestion of inappropriate object
	2
	3
	6
	Children told not to touch/eat any plant or fungi unless instructed to do so.
	1
	3
	3

	FIRE AT The Barn
	Burns, smoke inhalation, nausea.
	2
	4
	8
	Centre fire procedures are outlined to all groups before visit commences.
	1
	4
	4

	TOILETS
	Other users, including members of the public
	1
	2
	2
	Teacher to supervise children as toilets are located in the ranger yard.  No other users of toilets whilst in use by the school with the exception of education volunteers.
	1
	2
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SEMI - CONTINGENCY PLANS (PLAN B) 

Semi contingency plan comes into action when the river is in full flow and unsuitable for children to enter. Yet, the weather is suitable to take children outdoors. Risk assessed as above plus:

	GAMES AT PICNIC AREA
	Bumping into people or tripping during game.
	3
	3
	9
	Safety talk given, watch out for other people, be aware of the environment.
	3
	2
	6

	CONTINGENCY PLANS (PLAN C) Total inclement weather – indoor activities. Risk assessed as above plus:

	SITTING / STANDING ON Floor
	Standing on fingers etc.
	3
	2
	6
	Make aware of possibility and advise to take care when moving in the room
	2
	2
	4


